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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 


LIST OF OFFICERS 


The YUGOSLAV-AMERICAN CULTURAL 
ORGANIZATION was the culmination of 
a desire to bring the Yugoslav com¬ 
munity together in a cultural and 
social capacity so as to enjoy the 
company of each other and to under¬ 
stand the traditions and culture of 
their families and friends. From 
the Serbo-Croatian class taught by 
Nevenka Novcich through the Adult 
Evening School, the students and 
Iteaciier expressed the mutual desire 
to see a club or organization formed 
only for social and cultural enjoy¬ 
ment and excluding politics or reli¬ 
gion in any argumentative sense. We 
all felt the Watsonville and its 
people were ready for the same. 

Then began the long hours trying to 
prepare the format for the organiz¬ 
ation so that we could be sure that 
no one would be disappointed or 
critical of the organization's ultim 
ate goals. 

From the very beginning,all who vfere 
approached for advice expressed a real and 
positive feeling for the success of this 
type of organization. 

We have members who are not of Yugoslav 
descent who have long admired the tradit¬ 
ions and culture of the Yugoslav people. 

We have people who have offered their ser¬ 
vices and help to make this a real success. 
Finally! A dream come true with everyone's 
help. 



COME. JOIN US! 


PRESIDENT : Patricia L. (Gospodnetich) 
Solano 

VICE-PRESIDENT : John Basor 
COMMUNICATING SECRETARY : Nevenka Novcich 
RECORDING SECRETARY : Janice Bulaich 
TREASURER: Ron Hill 


SUNSHINE COMMITTEE 


The Sunshine Committee is headed 
up by Mrs. Babe (Brautovich) Hill, 
1/2 of the hard working dynamic Hill 
duo. (Babe's husband, Ron, is 
YACO's Treasurer) Babe's committee 
is actually a committee of one. 

Babe sees to it that YACO members 
who are ill receive a get well card 
and/or a telephone call expressing 
YACO's desire that they get well 
soon. If you know of a member who 
is ill, please give Babe a message 
at 524 California St. Watsonville. 


YUGOSLAV RADIO HOUR 


Be sure and listen to the Yugoslav 
Radio Hour every Sunday morning from 
9:35 to 10:30 a.m. on KOMY, 1340 on 
your dial. Andy and Anne (Matiasev- 
ich) Soldo are the announcers and 
program directors. They are both 
members of YACO.. 






















FUTURE PROGRAMS 
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Doreen Arthur is the program 
chairman of YACO. She is in charge 
of putting together programs of in¬ 
terest to the membership and public 
at large. Hers is a difficult job 
and we are sure she would be most 
appreciative if you would call her 
with an idea for future programs. 

If you have any ideas or know of 
something or someone who might be 
of interest to us, call Doreen at 
476-4586, Capitola. 


YUGOSLAV STUDENTS 

A group of 30 Yugoslav students 
will be coming to Watsonville in 
the month of August. They will be 
staying 4 weeks and will attend 
classes daily at Cabrillo College. 
These students speak some English 
and are from all of the various 
provinces of Yugoslavia. Guest 
homes are needed for their short 
stay. If you would like to have 
a student as a guest in your home, 
contact Anne (Matiasevich) Soldo 
at 724-5424. It is our under¬ 
standing that the students are both 
boys and girls ranging in ages 
from 13 to 18. 


EARTHQUAKE FUND 

As you recall, a severe earthquake 
hit southern Yugoslavia a few months 
ago. Extensive damage was done to 
older homes and several churches. 
Rebuilding has started in many cases, 
but funds are still needed to com¬ 
plete the work. YACO has author¬ 
ized a contribution from our limited 
funds in the amount of $25. If any 
individual wants to contribute 
privately, they can make out a 
check to Yugoslav Earthquake Fund 
and mail to Andrew Soldo, P.0. Box 
4, Watsonville, CA 95076. 


PROFESSOR NEVENKA 

Congratulations are in order for 
YACO officer, Nevenka Novcich. On 

June 9, 1979, she received her 
Master of Arts Degree in Russian 

cont. 


from the Monterey Institute of 
International Studies. Again, 
congratulations Nevenka, is the 
Ph D next? 



LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION 

For those interested in brushing 
up on or learning Serbo-Croatian 
in a NON-classroom setting, priv¬ 
ate tutoring in your home may be 
the answer. The fees are very 
reasonable. For further informa¬ 
tion, telephone Nevenka Novcich 
at 724-7647. 


ADRIATIC TRAVEL 

Luce (Basor) and Nick Hazdovac are 
professional travel agents and spec¬ 
ialize in Yugoslav travel. For 
further information on car rentals, 
hotels, airline reservations, and 
charters--they can be contacted at 
Adriatic Travel, 691 W. 10 th St., 

San Pedro, CA They have a toll 
free telephone number also (1-800- 
262-1718). For routine inquiries, 
contact their local representative;^^ 
John (Ivo) Basor at 724-2169. 


GOOD KOBASICA 

For good kobasica, try the Corralitos 
Market at 569 Corralitos Road in 
Watsonville. Telephone 722-2633. 

It is always in stock. Be sure and 
mention you are from YACO when you 
are buying. Maybe, we will be able 
to get a discount one of these days. 


HELP * HELP * HELP 

This is the first issue of YACO's 
newsletter and we hope it won't be 
the last. It is scheduled to be 
put out monthly. To do so, we need 
a little help. We would like to 
invite members to write articles on 
any subject of their choice. If 
you don't like to write we will 
accept a note or idea for items to 
be printed. Just jot in down and 
mail to Andy Gulermovich, 443 La 
Jolla Way, Salinas, CA 93901. He 
can also be reached at 758-6252 
evehings and weekends. Feel free to 
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contact any of the associates lis¬ 
ted on the front page. 


RECIPE OF THE MONTH-DJUVEC 


Djuvec^ is a Serbian meat and 
vegetable casserole. It is a very 
popular dish in all of Yugoslavia. 
It is a very tasty and lively dish 
and not difficult at all to make. 
The following recipe is from 
Pat Gulermovich's Yugoslav cook¬ 
book. 


Djuvec 


Serves 6-8 


3 lbs. tomatoes Salt & 

1 eggplant pepper 

5 green peppers 

2 young zucchini squash 
Parsley, celery . . 

1 1/2 lbs. onions ' 

1 8 oz. can tomato sauce 
1 lb. pork and 1 lb. beef 
mutton. 

1/2 cup of rice 


ground 


cups oil 
or 2 lbs. 


Slice tomatoes and put them in a 
dish. Dice other vegetables, fin¬ 
ely chop parsley and celery, quar¬ 
ter onions. Add salt, pepper, 1/2 
cup of oil. Put half of the sliced 
tomatoes into an ovenproof dish. 
Cover with half of the diced vege¬ 
tables. Put the meat (cut into 
small pieces), the rice, and the-> 
can of tomatoe sauce on top of the 
vegetables. Add the remaining veg¬ 
etables, ending with a layer of 
tomatoes. Pour 1 2/3 cups of water 
and 1 cup of oil over the dish. 

Bake about 2 hours in a moderate 
oven, 350° F. While baking add a 
few slices of tomatoes. Serve in 
the same dish. 


Send your favorite Yugoslav recipe 
to us for future newsletters. Mail 
to Susan Solano, 333 Elkhorn Rd., 
Watsonville, CA 95076. 
********************************** 


YACO MEMBERS IN THE OLD COUNTRY 


Charter members, Peter (Pero) and 
Margarita Biskup are currently 
vacationing in the old country 
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(stari kraj). They have been there 
since April 1. Most of their time 
was spent in the Dubrovnik area 
where they have numerous friends and 
relatives. They visit the village 
of Majkovi (near Dubrovnik) often 
as this is where Mr. Biskup's father 
was born. It must be very emotional 
and rewarding to walk the footsteps 
of one's father in the "old country". 
Mr. Biskup's mother is from the 
Konavle Valley(12 miles south of 
Dubrovnik), and they have spent much 
time there visiting friends and rel¬ 
atives of theirs and other Watson¬ 
ville families. In the Konavle 
Valley, they are visiting with rel¬ 
atives and friends of Mrs. Luce 
Basor, John (Ivo), Basor, Ana (Basor) 
Nanut, Niko Korac, and Ilija Pista. 
Margarita's parents are from the 
island of Vis, and so a trip there 
was made stopping off on the island 
of Brae to visit friends. Many 
side trips were made from Dubrovnik 
to the Bay of Kotor and the cities 
of Sarajevo, Ljubljana, and Beograd. 
They even got as far as the village 
of Ravni Toplovac near Beograd. 

Ravni Toplovac is the village where 
YACO's secretary, Nevenka Novcich, 
comes from. This is the Biskup's 
7th trip to Yugoslavia and we are 
sure it won't be their last. 

Other charter members, David & 

Lillian (Jercich) Nielsen, have 
visited Yugoslavia and should be 
back by the time this newsletter 
is out. This is their first trip. 
They planned on visiting Dubrovnik, 
Budva, Zagreb, Split, and the island 
of Brac'l (Lillian's family came 
from Brae) We will be very anxious 
to hear from them on their return. 
After so much time on the hot 
Adriatic coast, we are sure that 
they will find the cooling fog of 
the Pajaro Valley most welcome. 

Dave and Lillian— are you planning 
for your second trip yet? 
*********************************** 

MEETING NOTICE 

The next monthly meeting of the 
Yugoslav-American Cultural Organ¬ 
ization (YACO) will be at the 
Chamber of Commerce, 444 Main St., 
Watsonville on Sunday, July 8. Come 
to the rear entrance for access. In 
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addition to the meeting and re¬ 
freshments there will tentatively 
be a movie or a slide presentation. 
Please feel free to bring guests 
and prospective members with you. 
Metfifii-vie 7 co PM . 


WHAT IS A SLAV? 

by 

Andy Gulermovich 

We are all familiar with the 
modern Slavic countries of Yugo¬ 
slavia, Czechoslovakia, Poland, 
Bulgaria, and Russia. All Slavs, 
including those of Yugoslavia, or¬ 
iginated in southwestern Russia 
in a territory bounded by the 
rivers Dniester, Oder, Bug. Pripet, 
and Dnieper. This tlatland marshy 
area gave rise to the Slavic race. 

But, where did the name Slav 
come from? There were over 4,600 
villages in this region of south¬ 
western Russia at the time of Christ 
according to Edward Gibbon in "The 
Rise and Fall of the Roman Enpire.". 
There was one large town in this 
area called Slovy and historians 
speculate that the word "Sloveni" 
or Slavs originated from the name 
of the town. Another theory is 
that the term Slav was derived from 
the word "slava" which means glory. 
At any rate, before the Slavs mig¬ 
rated out of Russia, they were one 
people. There were no Czechs, 
Slovaks, Serbians, Croatians, 
Slovenians, Bulgarians, Poles, or 
Russians. They were just Slavs. 

It would be left to future poli¬ 
tical events and to lesser degree, 
geographical barriers, that the 
•Slavs would subdivide into sepa¬ 
rate nationalities. 

It is interesting to nc^ that 
even after centuries of isolation 
and separate political development, 
all of the Slavic countries still 
share somewhat similar languages. 
Also many cultural attributes such 
as music, dance, customs, dress, 
food, art, and literature exhibit 
a common heritage. All things and 
events aside, they are still Slavs. 

During the zenith of the 
Roman Empire, the Slavs fanned out 
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all over central and southeastern 
Europe. The first historical rec¬ 
ords of our ancestral Slavs in 
Yugoslavia was in the fourth cen-^ 
tury. By the 7th century, the ^ 
Yugoslavs had nearly displaced 
the native Roman and Illyrian 
populations. This part of the 
Balkan peninsula became solidly 
"yugoslav." 

What were these first "Yugo¬ 
slavs" like? More about them in 
the next newsletter. 


MEMBERSHIP A P PLICATION 

We earnestly invite you to 
join the Yugoslav-American Cul¬ 
tural Organization (YACO). We 
are a non-political and non¬ 
religious oriented organization 
trying only to bring together 
various members of the Slavic 
community. We are very proud 
to have among our members Yugo- 
slav-Americans whose families 
came from the Croatian, Serbian, 
Slovenian, Montenegren, and Bos- ^ 
nian Republics of modern day ^ 

Yugoslavia. Our goals are to 
promote a cultural awareness and 
appreciation of our heritage as 
well as to bring Slavs and non- 
Slavs together in social gatherings 
Our programs include folk dance 
exhibitions, slide and movie 
presentations, history lectures, 
folk singing, language instruction, 
and other various cultural 
activities. Won't you please join 
us? Mail your check for a family 
membership ($10.00)yearly or an 
individual membership ($5.00) made 
payable to YACO. Mail to Ron Hill, 
524 California St., Watsonville, 

CA 95076 


This being- our first news¬ 
letter we do hope that you find 
it most enjoyable. Again, we do 
welcome your contributions to the 
same. 

Until next month, dovidjenja 
or doviaenja. 

[Membership application form 
on next page] 













YACO 


APPLICATION FORM 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


PHONE:_ 

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP: ($5 yrly.)_ 
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP: ($10 yrly.) 
INTERESTS: 


(We ask for your interests so that 
we might plan future programs with 
some of your interests in mind.) 



Pass one on to a friend! 


NAME:_ 

ADDRESS: 


PHONE:_ 

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP: ($5 yrly.)_ 
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP: ($10 yrly.) 
INTERESTS: 




























